
 

 

Welfare Reform 

Information and campaigns about 

the changes to benefits  

 

 

What is this briefing about? 

 

We know that lots of people are worried 

about the changes that are being made to 

benefits. They want to find out more and 

decide if they want to get involved in 

campaigns or link up with other people 

who have the same experiences 

Inclusion North’s Advisory Council talked 

about how we could help people. Inclusion 

North does not run campaigns itself but we 

support our members to get information 

that will help them to make things better 

where they live or work.  

We hope this paper gives you some ideas 

of where to start with this.  

 

 

 

 



This briefing tells you about:  

- Some of the campaigning groups and 

welfare reform organisations  

- Some of the websites where you can 

find out about national and local 

campaigns 

- Some of the resources like reports 

and slides that you can use to find out 

more about what’s happening and 

how you might campaign  

- Where you can get more information 

about the changes 

We are sharing the groups or information 

we know about or that include information 

about people with Learning Disabilities. 

You might know of some others you think 

other people would find helpful – if you do 

let us know & we will add those in. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Campaigning groups and organisations 

The Campaign for a Fair Society is a 

movement that challenges the cuts and 

argues that they target the most 

vulnerable. It proposes positive principles 

for a better system. The websites shares 

people’s stories, gives you links to useful 

resources and you can sign up to get a 

campaigns newsletter.  

Spartacus is concerned about all aspects 

of welfare reform and social care services 

that affect disabled and sick people. It’s 

not just for people who are sick and 

disabled but for anyone who believes that 

welfare reform and services for disabled 

people must be fair and responsible. You 

can sign up to ‘follow’ the site if you want 

to get their latest news. 

False Economy is for everyone 

concerned about the impact of the 

government’s spending cuts on their 

community, their family or their job. Their 

web pages list blogs, campaigns and 

events.  

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.campaignforafairsociety.com/
http://wearespartacus.org.uk/
http://falseeconomy.org.uk/


The Hardest Hit campaign is organised 

jointly by the Disability Benefits 

Consortium (DBC) and the UK Disabled 

People’s Council. It brings together people 

and organisations to send a clear message 

to the Government: stop these cuts now. 

On the website, there is information about 

the different changes to benefits and 

videos.  

Pat’s Petition is a movement led by Pat 

Onions. Pat is a blind woman who is also a 

carer. Pat’s Petition wants the government 

to review the impact of all the changes to 

benefits on people. This review would be 

called a Cumulative Impact Assessment. 

You can view more about Pat’s Petition 

through Facebook.  

Disabled People Against Cuts (DPAC) 

was formed by a group of disabled people 

after a protest against the austerity cuts 

and their impact on disabled people. 

DPAC is for everyone who believes that 

disabled people should have full human 

rights and equality.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://thehardesthit.wordpress.com/
http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/2012/11/01/pats-petition-pat-onions-disability-benefits-cuts-_n_2055347.html
http://www.dpac.uk.net/


Useful Resources  

Connect In The North have made a 

presentation that you can use to help you 

think about starting a campaign about the 

benefit changes.  

Mencap and other organisations produced 

a report called The Other Care Crisis. 

This includes useful information about the 

cuts to local authority budgets and the 

numbers of people using or missing out on 

social care.  

The Joseph Rowntree Foundation and the 

Joseph Rowntree Housing Trust think the 

old welfare system didn't work but they are 

concerned about the impact of welfare 

changes on people living in poverty. They 

have set out their position on some of 

the main changes to welfare reform. 

Dr Simon Duffy at The Centre for Welfare 

Reform published a paper called A Fair 

Society? for the Campaign for a Fair 

Society. This paper argues that the 

government’s cuts don’t target everyone in 

the same way and that people in poverty, 

disabled people and their families will be 

affected the most.  

 

 

 

 

http://www.aldingbournetrust.co.uk/news_and_events/documents/Campaigning.pdf
http://www.mencap.org.uk/sites/default/files/documents/The%20Other%20Care%20Crisis.pdf
http://www.jrf.org.uk/welfare-reform?gclid=CIraz4qJo7kCFcLHtAodyyUAwQ
http://www.jrf.org.uk/welfare-reform?gclid=CIraz4qJo7kCFcLHtAodyyUAwQ
http://www.aldingbournetrust.co.uk/news_and_events/documents/CfWRAFairSociety.pdf
http://www.aldingbournetrust.co.uk/news_and_events/documents/CfWRAFairSociety.pdf


The Citizens Advice Bureau has 

produced some factsheets about some of 

the changes to benefits, like Employment 

and Support Allowance and Working Tax 

Credits.  

 

Working with Inclusion North  

Earlier this year, we produced a Big 

Changes to Benefits publication with the 

Housing and Support Alliance. We also 

also ran some sessions about this. If you 

live or work in an area that is a member of 

IN you could ask us to come & run a 

session with you 

Inclusion North isn’t a campaigns 

organisation, but we will support our 

members to lead their own campaigns or 

get involved in work that others are leading 

on.  

We are planning to deliver some sessions 

later in the year about campaigning and 

we would like to make sure they cover the 

things you are interested in. You can go to 

SurveyMonkey to express an interest in a 

session.  

 

 

 

 

http://www.adviceguide.org.uk/england/benefits_e/benefits_factsheets.htm
http://inclusionnorth.org/uploads/attachment/373/the-big-changes-to-benefit-2013.pdf
http://inclusionnorth.org/uploads/attachment/373/the-big-changes-to-benefit-2013.pdf
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/3RXYZY2

